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DICATIO 
Orthodox Clergy, 


In ANSWER to 


Two SCURRILOUS LIBELS. 


A s- Es RU Sc g SE ES SBI DELETE 
The INTRODUCTION. 


{ WO ſcurrilous Libels have lately been 

- publiſh'd, pretending, in the Front, to 

vindicate the Lord Archbiſhop of Can-— 
terbury; but deſign'd to vilifie and aſperſe 


him, and our moſt eminent Clergy. 


One of theſe Libels having receiv'd a third 
Impreffion ; and no Anſwer having been given to 
either of them; our Adverſaries, with their uſual 
Inſolence, began to cry them up as unanſwerable ; 
they interprered our Silence as a tacit Acknow- 
ledgment of our Guilt ; and ſaid, 


—— tec opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


1 And 


Libel. 1. 
pag. 10. 


The INTRODUCTION: 


And ſome of our own Friends thought it a 
Shame, that ſuch Aſperſions ſhould be caſt upon 
the Clergy, and that none of them ſhould ſtand 
up in Vindication of their own Order. 

Whereupon I undertook this Task: in which, 
if I have returnd ſome ſharp Reflections; they 
are the Arrows that were firſt ſhot at us. 

The firſt Libeller prefaces his Inve&ives, with 
telling us, that the“ Liberty of the Preſs is de- 
« generated into a criminal Licenſe, being made 


« inſtrumental towards propagating groſs Un- 


ce truths, and ſlanderous Reports, that wound 
e the Reputation of good Men; that Men in the 


c moſt exalted Stations are thereby liable to be 


Libel. 2. 
Pag · 29. 


« expoſed; and that ſome printed Libels contain 


« wicked and pernicious Principles; and ſuch 


ce flanderous Detamations of good Men, as they 
do vith the moſt ſincere Deteſtation abhor. 

The other Libeller complains of“ Rage and 
«© ugly Names, enough to diſtance Billing ſgate, 
* and to put all moderate Railing out of Coun- 
ce tenance for ever. 6 


How far theſe Inveighers againſt defaming and 


landering Men in high Stations, and venting | 
groſs Untruths, and pernicious Principles, by the 
Liberty of the Preſs, have made good this Charge 


againſt themſelves, I ſhali firſt ſhew; and then 
ſhall rake that Liberty of the Preſs which is com- 
mendable, that is, to vindicate the Honour and 
Reputation of great an good Men. 


CHAP. I. 


CHAP. I. 


5 Wis led and pernicinaus Principles of our 
tand LIBELL ERS. 


nich, Hat our Libellers have abuſed the Liberty 

they * of the Preſs, by venting wicked and perni- 
cious Principles, it will be eaſy to ſhew. 
with For whereas we are taught to pray, that God 

; de- would give his Church the Spirit of Unity and 

made Concord: And whereas Peace was the laſt and 

Un- I greateſt Blefling that our Saviour bequeathed to 

ound his Church; and we conſtantly pray, that he 

1 the would give Peace in our time: The ſecond Li- 

0 be beller frankly declares, © I heartily thank God 
ntain „ that we have Diſſenters, and I hope we ſhall Libel. 2. 
ſuch c never be without them. Bigotry, Chains, and Pag. 23» 
they „ Cruelty, are always the Iſſue of Uniformity; | 
or. « which is an infamous Race, begot by the Craft 
e and of the Prieſt, upon the Ignorance of the Lait. 
gate, I Tyranny can never ſubſiſt without Uniformity, 
.oun- & nor Liberty without Schiſm. Hereſy and Schiſm 
« are not only the moſt harmleſs, but the moſt 


a 


g and * commendable things in the World: And no- 

ntivg WM © thing, but the fierceſt Tyranny, can deprive pag. 22. 
by the WM © them of Elbow-room. I never, ſays he, much 
arge f © liked the Peace of the Church. Religion, and * 
then Property, and Reaſon, and Conſcience , muſt 

com- © all go to Pot, to give ſuch a Church Peace.” 


ir and Our Saviour's Divinity, and the fundamental 
Articles of Religion, are, in the Account of this 
Libertine, but trifling Notions and Opinions. 
Dixerſity of Opinions and Beliet, which are pag. 12. 
1 perhaps the Effects of Education, or Complex- 

( 1on; which no body can help, and which hurt 
no body, are no ſuch terrible things: All their 
＋ Guilt, ſays he, conſiſts in provoking the Pride Pag. 14. 
* of the worſt of Prieſts. | 
| A 3 And 
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Page 17. 


@ 6 8 

And he gives this favourable Character of Mr. 
J hiſton, that © he is ſtrictly devout, and religious, 
« an unmovable Adhcrent to Truth, and one 
« that ſacrificed his all, even his daily Bread, to 
© his Conſcience; becauſe he would not forſwear 
„ himſelf, and ſay he believed in St. Athanaſius. | 
Here he plainly intimates, that Mr. J/hiſtos's 
Opinion of our Saviour's Divinity, which he (in 


Oppolition to the Athauafian Creed) unmovably 


Pag. 18, 


Lidel. 


2. 


pag. 25. upon the Laity., 


adheres to, is true. 


«The State of the Caſe, between High-Church 


« and Low-Church, he ſays, is the Belief of 4 


« Point in Speculation (meaning the Divinity of 
« our Saviour) perhaps falſe, perhaps inſignifi- 


ec cant, perhaps blaſphemous; tor tis unproved, 


« and may be any thing. 
« ] am almoſt of Opinion, ſays he, that if it 


& had not been for the Puritans, we ſhould have 


hi been, long ſince, not only without the Prote- 


c {ant Religion, but without any Religion at all. 


This Man, that talks againſt Bigotry, is ſo 
great a B got himſelf, that he confines all Religion 
within the narrow Limits of the Puritanical Sect. 

« Hereſy and Schiſm, he ſays, are nothing elſe 
&« but a Departure from the way of thinking 
« eſtabliſſed by Law. 

Ii fo, chen 411 Religion is founded upon Hu- 
man, not upon Divine Laws; and we may ſafely 
turn Jews or Mahometans, if we live under their 


Government. [Sarely this Libelicr is ſome Law- 


yer, that would ſet up himſelf for a Lay-Metro- 
politan of our Church; and govern it, not by 
Canon, but by Stature Law. And perhaps the 


reaſon why he ſo extraordinarily commends the 


Biſhop of Bangor, is, that he expects his Vote. 
For our Candidate ſays, “ That Biſhop has ever 
« maintain'd the total Dependence of the Clergy 


But, 


— . ¼ Ae. 


Convocation can never give up ; and which our 


(7) 

But, if Schiſms and Hereſies are ſuch light 
things, as this Libertine would perſwade us; how 
comes it to paſs, that St. Paul io earneſtly be- 
ſeeches the Corinthians, in the Name of our Lord 2 Cox. 1. 
Jeſus Chriſt, that there be no Diviſions among them a 
Or that St. Peter {peaks of damnable Herefies ? And 2 Pet, 2. 
why have ſome Stateſmen been io ſolicitous, to o. 
bring about a comprehenſive Union of Prote- 
ſtants, if it be better for them to be divided? 

Indeed we always found that no Conceſſ ons 
would ſatisfie our Diſſenters: And the Secret is 
now out; they ſeemed to hearken to an Accom- 
modation, but never deſign'd to come into it. Our 
Liturgy and Epiſcopacy are things which our 


Diſſenters will never N with. 


C HAP. II. 


Scandalous Reflections upon the moſt Orthodox 
Clerg), with an * de Character of a Hg 
1 hurch-Man. 


Aving ſeen the pernicious Principles of our 
Libellers, we may eaſily gueſs what Treat- 4 
ment Men of the moit exalted Station in our | Ba, 
Church are likely to recciye from them. g 
Without any Provocation, our ſecond Libeller 


diſcharges his Malice at the preſent Biſhop of 
- 


chiefly owe that Peace, which caſed the Nation of 


n; to whoſe Wildom and Conduct we 


an inſupportable Burden of Taxes; and gave his , 


preſent Majeſty an caſy Acceſs to the Throne, 


without any Enemy to moleſt him in his Paſſage; 


and which, at this time, our Miniſtry endeavours 


by all means to cultivate. Yet this able Stateſman 


he deſcribes as a © wretched Tool, a wooden pag. 30, 


&- 2 Im- 


. 
® 
* * 
> 
. 


Exchange. 


| (8) 
&« Implement of the late Reign, a Northern Geni- 
ce us, a holy Bigot, a Bungler of Peace, made uſe of 
« by his Maſters, as a foul Hand, to ſign away 
« the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of 
6% Europe. 5 

When I firſt knew his Lordſhip, which was 
above Forty Years ago; we looked upon him as 
a Man of a ſolid Judgment, and good Under- 
ſtanding. And he has had many Opportunities 
of improving his Knowledge, by travelling into 
foreign Countrys, and by being employed in Pub- 


lick Negotiations ; in which he acquitted himſelf 
ſo, as to have the deſerved Commendation of 


two of our crown d Heads, tho' not to pleaſe 
this paultry Scribler. 8 | 

His next Fling is at the Biſhop of R-—-r; 
whom he accuſes of Falſhood in his Aſſertions, 


and of Bitterneſs of Style. But knowing what 
Opinion the World has of this excellent Prelate's 
Learning and good Senſe; he makes ſome amends, 


by owning him to be a Man of Spirit and Parts. 
But his Lordſhip, whom TI have the Honour to 
know, is a Man of ſuch immovable Sincerity, 
that I am perſwaded nothing in the World could | 
tempt him to aſſert that for Truth, which at the 
ſame time he knew to be a Falſity. And if there | 
be any Acrimony in his Style, *tis only in explo- | 


ding ſuch wicked and pernicious Principles, as | 
our Free-Thinker would advance. | 


Dr. $Sa—— 1 can never eſcape the Malice of a 
virulent Whig. He is repreſented' as a Man 


p. 29. void of Learning. But thus much I know, both 


of the Doctor, whom this Wretch vilifies ; and 
of the Brſhop, whom he above meaſure extols ; 
that if their Scholarſhips were, like Blood tranſ- 
fuſible, the Biſhop would loſe nothing by the 
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(9) 


Had Dr. $:—— been a vitious Man, we had 
certainly heard of it from this Libeller. This 
therefore may be ſaid in the Doctors Commenda- 
tion, that his moſt rancourous Enemy could never 
accufe him of being an immoral Man. 

But, not content with beſpatterins the Living, 
our Libeller rakes into the Aſhes of the Dead; 
and falls foul on Dr. Lamplugh, formerly Archbi- 
ſhop of York. - 5 


His Charge againſt him is, © that at the Revo- bag 36. 
c“ Jution, he fled from the Proteſtant Religion, 


* and from the Prince of Orange at Exeter, to 
ce King James, and Father Peters in London; and 
as made an Archbiſhop, for his Loyalty and 
* Paſſive Obedience. But as he was going North- 
* ward, to take Poſſeſſion of his new Dienity ; 

he bethought himſelf, that the Bible was like 


© to get the better of his Holineſs and Popery; 


& and ſo he detlared for the Prince, and à free 
5“ Parliament, upon the Road. 

Our inraged Satyriſt has certainly been turn'd 
out of ſome profitable Employment ; and would 
burſt with Indignation, were he not to vent his 


_ Spleen againſt Epiſcopacy, the ſettled Object of 


his Hatred. : 
That he has been put out of ſome Place or 
Power, he ſeems himſelf to intimate. For to that 


Clauſe of the Letter, © Some Men, to maintain pag. 235 


© themſelves in their Power and Places, care not 34: 
ce what becomes of the Church, or of Religion; 
© he anſwers, As for my part, I know no ſuch 
« Men: And if there be any ſuch, I wiſh them 
& better Luck. But 'tis evident, that our Au- 
* thors ſome Mex are not ſo extraordinary at 


“keeping themſelves in their Places. 
But how eomes a profeſſed Revolutioner to fall 


out with this Archbiſhop, for acting according to 


Revolution Principles; that is, for deſerting tbe 
Intereſi 


( 10 3 

Intereſt of a King, that could do him no more 
Service; and then declaring for the Prince and a 
free Parliament. 

I am a Stranger to his Grace's Character; but 
have Reaſon to think well of him, ſince I find him 
reproached by this Reviler of good Men. And I 
look upon it as an Addition to ſome Mens Infa- 
my, that they lie under the Dilgrace of his Com- 
mendation. 

Our Libeller, not contented with ungenerouſly 
trampling upon one Archbiſhop, that lies under 
his Feet; extends his Malice to another, that 
Was, in the laſt Century, barbarouſly murder'd, 
by a blood-thirſty Whiggiſh Faction. But his 
T *eeth being ſet on edge by thoſe ſower Grapes 
which his Forefathers ate, he thus inſults the 
Memory of Archbiſhop Laud. 


8 When many peaceable and induſtrious Pro- 


ce teſtant Diſſenters fled. from his Fury, to the 
- © Wild-Beaſts, and Rattle-Snakes of America: If 


ge could have ſent all the reſt after them, he 


« might ſucceſsfully have Popified us into the 
« abje& Slavery and Uniformity, which his good 
bay Catholick Chriſtianity had projected for us. 


No Archbiſhop ever aſſerted and defended the 


Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of England 
gagainſt that of 3 more than this religious and 
good Man. He wrote a large Volume againſt 


Fiber the Jeſuite And yet his Accuſation was, 


that he delign'd to introduce Popery. But tis a 


known Artifice of our Diſſenters, to repreſent all 


that oppoſe them as addicted to Popery. Archbi- 
ſhop Laud might have kept a Jeſute in his Family; 
and yet have been cried up. as the beſt Biſhop,the 
beſt Proteſtant, and the belt Man that ever ador- 
ned the Mitre; if he would have ſided with the 

Diſſenters in Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Church. 
But his Crime was, that he was a Fayourer of 


Uni- 


G al 
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(11 ) 
Uniformiay ; which the Wiſdom of this Nation 
afterwards found ſo neceſſary, that it paſſed into 
a Law. 
When our Libellers hand was in, he might have 
boaſted of another Archbiſhop, that was barba- 


ronſly aſſaſſinated by Men of his Principles; I. 


mean Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews. The 
pious Man only deſired time to recommend his 
Soul to God in Prayer. But they inhumanly, as 

he lifted up his Hands, hacked them with their 


Swords; and, notwithſtanding the Cries and In- 


treaties of his Daughter, never gave over their 


mercileſs Rage, as long as they found any Lite 


remaining in him. 

The preſent Archbiſhop of Ce has fig. 
nally exerted himſelf againſt the Errors of the 
Romiſh Religion. Yet this Libeller, breathing out 
his fanatical F ury againſt him, calls him firſt Pa- 
piſt, with the additional Epithet of Venomous. 
Then, farther to diſcharge the Overflowings of 
his Gall, he calls him a Firebrand in Authority, p: 
and an Atheiſt of Power. And he gives a vile 


Repreſentation of all the High-Church Vermin, , 
as he calls them, that 1 to him; that is, of 


all thoſe that will not ſide with the Biſhop of 
Br, and his beloved Diſſenters: Or, in the 
Style of the Letter, that offends him, “ all thoſe, 
even Biſhops themſelves, that will not pull 
4 down, with their own Hands, the Church in 
* which they miniſter: All theſe our aaa thus 
characterizes. 

c Blind Zeal and Uncharitableneſs go to the 


Page 47. 8 


* Compoſition of a High- church- man. He muſt Libel. 2, 
« be devout in damning of Diſſenters. Be muſt P. 9: 


ce {wear bloodily for the Church; be well affected 
© to Popery and the Convocation, He mult re- 


ce bell for Paſſive Obedience. He muſt uphold 
2 Divine Right 12 diabolical Means; and muſt 
«--be 


(12) 
« be loud and zealous for Hereditary, Indefeaſi- 
* ble, and the like Orthodox Nonſenſe. And 
«© above all, he muſt have a firm and ſenſeleſs 


c Perſwaſion, that the Church is in Danger. If 


a Man believe this, it is enough, his Reputa- 
v tion is up; and tho' his Life ſhew more of the 


Demon, than of a Chriſtian, he ſhall be deemed 


page 10. 


<« an excellent Church- man. If an honeſt athe- 


« iſtical Church-man will but curſe and roar 
« againſt a Toleration of Diſſenters; he ſhalt be 
ec (ure to find a Toleration himſelf for his black- 
cc eſt Villanies. 


« The dreadtul Practice of Perjury is impious- 


* ly juſtified in ſome of our Pulpits. Are there 


* not Clergymen that pray for His Majeſty in 
ce the Desk, and damn both him an his Title in 
«© the Pulpit? And are not ſuch Atheiſts zealous 
for the Church, and loud in the Cry of her 
« Danger ? 

« Theſe diabolical Teachers come drunk to the 
« Sacrament; debauch, and play at Cards on 
« Sunday ; they are Sowers of Sedition and 


„% Falſhood ; riotous , drunken, unclean. - But 


they conform to all the Ceremonies and Bow=- 
« ings, enjoined by Authority; and conſequent- 
« ly are Orthodox to the Back, tho' they are 
« Enemies to God and Man. Can ſuch Mon- 
cc fters, who are the Peſts and Shame of their 
8 one Species, tell us they are Chriſtians ? 

" Our Parſon cheats every body, and pays no 
© body. [I hope he does not mean the Reverend 
Mr. C—ce, whom the late Archbiſhop, for his 
1 Merit, prefer'd] Another, he ſays, has a 
© hot Conſtitution, and lies with every Woman 


ec he meets. Another is an Evidence upon a Try- 


«al, and forſwears himſelf. Another ſcoffs 
© Religion out of the World. 1 
am 


AW 
I am perſwaded our Libeller believes every 
Article of this Inve&ive, as much, if not more, 
than he believes the Goſpel. 
Whereupon he ſaucily Infalts the preſent Arch- bag. 13. 
biſhop, and ſays, © Of all theſe crying Enormities, 
« tho' manifeſt, and far ſpread, this Mouth, and 
= Repreſentative of the Church, takes not the 
te leaſt Notice. 
But ſtay. Surely this Man forgets what part 
he is acting. Did he not undertake to vindicate 
his Grace, and to expoſe the lurking Author, 
that would palm upon us a ſham Letter? But the 


. Mask is off; he appears a bare-faced Adverſery ; 
A and 'tis high time for us to take up our defenſive 
5 Arms againſt him. I come therefore, in the next 
5 Place, to anſwer his Reflections. 
| — — — — — — — — a — 
5 . 
- An Anſwe wer to OY e with a Character 
” a true Proteſtant Diſſenter. 
* O theſe Reflections I anſwer, in the Words 
-f of the firſt Libeller, © Are not. theſe the Libel. 1. 
x % molt ſcandallons and bitter Inve&ives that the pag: 13. 
« Tongue of Malice it ſelf could invent, againſt 
Y « thoſe Biſhops, that are the Glory and Orna— 
= « ment of our Church? Are they not the moſt 
0 * abuſive and ſlanderous Defamations, that could 
a « enter into the Imagination of the moſt ran- 
Fi « corous Enemy of Great Britain againſt our 
1 « Miniſters? 
A They have learned that Whiggiſh Maxim, 
T Calumniare fortiter , aliquid harelit. But the 
Dirt that is thrown oſten defiles the Party 


n 


that throws it. 


Were 


(14) 


Were it a commendable thing to return Rail- 


ing for Railing; we could, upon much better 


Grounds recriminate ; by telling you, that one of 
their Diflenting Teachers was lately taken by the 


Conſtables with a common Whore in a notorious 


Bawdy-houſe. Another was carried Home drunk 


by the Watch. A third had a Baſtard laid to 


him ; and was forced, for Shame, to leave his 
Mecting-Houſe in ln and to come and ex- 
erciſe bly Talent in theſs Parts; where no Man 


roar'd louder againſt Dr. 8 


I might then, after our Revilers Example, pro- 


ceed to ask Queſtions. Was not the gifted Hugh 


Peters drawn, hang'd, and quarterd ? Had not 
T——y C oe a Baſtard laid to him? And did 
he not own his Fault? And was not Ag——s5 


plainly diſcover'd, undreſſing his Landlady, and 
going to Bed to her? Were not his leud Actions, 


© for want of drawing the Window-Curtains, often 


Fee Revil- 


feen by his Neighbours ? 
And was not Major Iyer, a famous Field Con- 


lac Redi- venticler, in our Memory, condemn'd, and pub- 


virus. 


lickly executed, for the moſt execrable Luſts of 


Beſtiality and Inceſt ? Did he not confeſs theſe 


Facts, and acknowledge that he had lain with his 
Siſter, and with his Daughter, and with brute 
Beaſts? The Doctrines that he deliver'd, were, for 
twenty Years, look'd upon as the Oracles of God; 
and his Prayers as the very Breathings of the Di- 


vine Spirit. But did he not at laſt confeſs, that 
He could never pray in Private; and that it was 


the Devil that ſuggeſted to him in Publick, thoſe 


pathetical Wards and Expreſſions, that ſo much 


charmed the Ears of all that heard him ? Did he 
not own, that by a diabolical Aſſiſtance, he fell 
into thoſe Tranſports of Extaſy and Rapture, 


that ſo much ſurpriſed and raviſhed his deluded. 
Audience? 


* 


* 
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(15) 

Andience ? Did he not confeſs too, that by the 
ſame Help, he often had told his Auditors things 
done in remote Countries, the ſame Day that they 
were done, with all the Circumſtances of the Acti- 


ons? Which afterwards coming confirm'd, the 
People looked "_ him as an inſpired Pro- 
phbet. 


From whence I cannot forbear making this ſe- 


rious Obſervation ; that Men ought to conſider 


what Spirit *tis that they follow. 
Is it not a Shame to our Nation, that Men, 


guilty of ſuch Enormities, ſhould be ſuffer'd to 


corrupt the Religion and Manners of our 
Age? 7 

All our Revilers Particulars are without Names, 
or Places, except only that of 4b 


of the Female Sex, to ſuppoſe that every Woman 


he meets will lie with him, or with any one elſe, 
let his Conſtitution be never ſo hot. 


And if there was a Parſon that ſcoffed Religion 
out of the World; why did not this blundering 
Deponent carry him before Juſtice Plowden, at 
Ab 2 in Oxford-jhire, or Oxſord in Bark<ſbire & 

Let the Parſon, that was forſworn upon a Try= 
al, loſe his Ears; or let his Accuſer forfeit his 
own, if he has any left. 

And let this Monſter of Impudence produce 


thoſe diabolical Teachers, that come drunk to 


the Sacrament. 

But the Diſciple muſt not RD to fare 
better than his Maſter. Our Saviour himſelf 
was accuſed as a Wine-bibber, and his Diſ- 
ciples of Drunkenneſs. But the Anſwer that 


St. Peter gave, may ſerve here. Theſe Menu are Add 2. 15. 


not drunken, as ye ſuppoſe Jeting it is but the 
third Hour of the Day. | 
* Bur 


n in Oxford- Lib. 
ſhire. And he ſeems to have a very mean Opinion P. 10, 11. 


* 
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* But what will not ſome Men ſay, whoſe 


Jude v. 9. Tongues are jet on fire of Hell ? Michael the Arch- 


angel durſt not bring ſuch a railing Accuſation, even 
againſt the Devil himſelf, as this Accuſer (which 


augen is the Name of the Devil) has brought againſt 


If. 120. 


good Biſhops ; who, 1n Scripture, are ſtyled An- 
gels. And St. Paul excuſes himſelf, for ignorant- 
ly reviling the High-Prieſt, whom he know not. 
But this Defamer glories in reviling a Man, whom 
he knows to be of the higheſt Station in the 
Church, and of equal Merit. Mat ſhall be done 
unto thee, O thou falſe Tongue 5 R 

As to the Character, that our Libeller gives of 
High-Church ; "tis an eaſy Matter thus to return 
the Compliment. | 

A ſtanch and thorough-paced diſſenting Prote- 
ſtant has more Shapes than Proteus. Lying, Hy- 
pocriſy, and Slander, go to his Compoſition, and 
the Poiſon of Aſps is under his Lips. 

If he be of the right Stamp, he muſt be zealous 
in damning Epiſcopacy and the Common Prayer, 
and muſt cry up the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant. He muſt burn the Pope, curſe the Whore 
of Babylon, raiſe ſcandalous Stories of Orthodox 
Churchmen, and repreſent them as addicted to 
Popery. He muſt inveigh againſt all Ceremonies, 


— 


— — „ 


* Mendacia adverſus Sacerdotes Dei, de Diaboli ore prolata, 
ad rumpendam Catholicæ Unitatis concordiam, ubiqz jactan- 
tur Sed te oportet non, quid maligni atq; Apoftate dicant, 


facile ſuſcipere. pr, Epiſt. 35. Amoniano. 


Furori ſuo, & libidini ſervientes, jaQitare geſtiunt quæ pro- 
ba re non poſſunt; & cum Innocenthm defttuere atq; expugna- 
re gon valeant, ſatis habent fama mendaci, & falſo rumore 
maculas inſpergere. Jdem. Epiſt. 49. Cornelis. 


Sacerdotibus convicium facinnt, & Fidei laude ptæcipuos, 
atq; in Eccleſia glorioſos, Contumelijs & maledicis vocibus 
proſequuntur - Jdem. Epifl. 39. Cornelia, 


as 


\ 


1) 


+ as Antichriſtian Reliques. He: muſt always be 
- rying out againſt the Growth and Danger of 
n Popery; and muſt have a firm and ſenſeleſs Per- 
h ſwaſion, that tis breaking in upon us like a 
ſt Deluge. He muſt extol Liberty and Property, 
— and plead the Original Contract: And then, ac- 
— ording to his King- killing and depoſing Princi- 
t. ples, he may rebel, and fight the Lord's Battles, as 
n ſoon as he thinks fit. 
e Having uſurped the Power, theſe Men may 
e declare, either for a Common-wealth, or for an 
_ [{Ele&tive Monarchy; but muſt never ſuffer a 
f hurch-man to have any profitable Employment, 
n nor tolerate any Religion but their own : For 
his, as they have declared, would be to eſtabliſh 
= Iniquity by a Law. | 
— But if a contrary Religion afterwards ſhould 
d de eſtabliſhed; they muſt then be turbulent and 
factious, never fatisfied, unleſs they can, not only 
is [We tolerated in their Religion, but have a more 
r, han equal Share in publick and profitable En- 
= ployments. OS N 5 . 
6 Some, in this promiſcuous Conflux of Vice 
X and Irreligion, declare that Men may be ſaved 
0 n the Profeſſion of any Religion, provided they 
87 de ſincere; and may ſincerely conform to that 
1 which they eſtcem the worſt, for a profitable 
x Place. Others deny the Divinity of our Saviour: 
25 Others diſcard their Wives, and keep Concu- 
- Pines in their room. Others are guilty of Sodo- 
t, Wy. Others reje& the Sactaments, and conſe- 
Nauently are no Chriſtians. Others are profeſſed 
vi Atheiſts, and deny the Being of a God. And 
e, Pet if they can but rave againſt the Church of 


England, under the Notion of Popiſb, this does 

not only atone for, but conſecrate their greateſt 

Villanies; they are ſtamped, and ne oe 
TENG ceiv 


empty of Reaſoning, runs into Ridicule. In 


< 180 
ceiv'd into the many- aped Species of true 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
1 ſhall conclude this Chapter in the Words of 
our ſecond Libeller. © You perceive how natu- 
c rally this Party-Declamation, full of Froth, and 


< ſhort, there is no other way of anſwering it, 
ce but by giving it a Turn of this Sort. For it is 
< all Noiſe and Scolding ; it fixes upon no cer- 
ce tain Point, nor does it ſtate or confute any 
4 particular Error. 
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CHAP, Iv; 


A Letter aſcribed to the Archbiſhop f 
CANTERBURY: 


The "RIM FATS of all the Rage of our Libellers 
is a Latin Letter, written, in the Name of the 


. Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to the Superinten-|j 


dent of Zurich, and uch is al the many Schiſms 
with which our Church is di racted, as follows. 


Ccleſia Anglicana, Diviſionibus perrupta, 2 
Schiſmatibus diviſa; tot, ac tam varijs homi- 
num ab ipſins ſacris ſeſe ſegregantium generibus confu- 
fa eft ; ut nullis proprijs nominibus vel ipſi ſe diſtingue- 


re valeant, vel alijs deſcribere. 


A "2 20. 


30. 


Atq; utinam hoc ultimum nobis querelæ argumen- 


tum eſſet. Sed impleri oportet quacung; ſpiritus Dei 
olim futura predixit ; adeo, & inter nos ipſos, ex- 
urrexerunt viri loquentes perverſa. 

Et quid dico viri? immo Paſtores, Epiſcopi 52 
manibus Ecclefiam diruunt, in qua miniſtrant; ad 
cu jus Doctrinain m_ ſublcripfere ; quibus Defen- 
fro Eccleſiæ commiſſu; quorum munns eſt invigilart 
contra hoſtes ejits, £0/q; pro meritis redanguere, com- 


/ 1 ) 
pefcerey 


ltr, 


ASE =: e 5 
peſcere, punire; etiam hi illius Eccleſſa auctoritatem 
labefactare nituntur, pro qua non tantum certart, 
verum, fi res ita poſtularet, etiam mori debuerint. 
and Ouz fint horum Novatorum Placita, ex duobys 
In nuperis (ſcriptis Gallico Sermone) libellis aliquatenus 
it, diſcernere valeatis. Uno hic verbo dixiſſe ſufficiat, 
it is bis hominibus omnes Fidei Confeſſiones, omnes Articu- 
cer- ¶ lorum Subſcriptiones, animitus diſplicere: velle eos 
any Libert atem, fon veritts Licentiam, omnibus concedi, 
uecung; libuerit, non tantum credendi, ſed dicendi, 
erden, prædicandi; etiamſi Gratia Spiritus Santtt, 
Chriſti Divinitas, aliaq; omnia Religionis noſtræ 
Principia maxime fundamentulia, exinde forent de- 
ſtruenda. | 8 | - 
Quis hec Chriſtianus, de Hominibus nomine ſaltem 
Chriſtianis, dici non obſtupeſcat? Quis non doleat 
hujuſmodi Nuuus Bages, non tantum non ab ovili longe Att. 20.29 
arceri, verum etiam intra ipſa Ecceſiæ pomeria recipß ;; 
ad honores, ad officia, ad Gubernacula ejus admitti ? 
At vero ita .ſe res habet, dum ad ea que ſunt hujns 
eculi unice reſpicimus, prorſum obliviſcimur eorum 
que ad alterum ſpectant. Et quia horum hominum 
Tolerantia, & Promotione, quidam ſe populi favorem 
onciliaturos ſperant (quibus id unice cordi eſt, ut in 
uis ſe Dignitatibus & Potentia tueantur) parum cu= 
ant quid de Eccleſia, de Fide, de Religione, de ipſo 
leniq; Jeſu Chriſto, ejnſq; veritate eveniat. £ 
Ignoſcas, vir ſpectatiſſime, fi dum juſto animi dolo- 
! indulgeam, indignationem meam, contra hoſce Re- 
igionts noſtræ inimicos, paulo aſperius quam pro more 
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1ten-|l 
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lows. 
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homi- 
confu- 
ingue- 
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S ex- Neo, expreſſerim. Reum me putarem prodite Fidei, 
non bis Hareticis, quavis occafione oblata; Anat he- 

pi iphi Na dixerim. 

ar ad In Engliſo thus: 

Defen- ; % tin 

igtlart HE Church of England, broken in Pieces 


„ com- WA with Diviſions, and rent with Schiſms, is 
pefceres Niſtracted with ſo many, and ſuch various * 
| | B 2 0 


(209 
of Separatiſts from her Communion, that they 
want proper Names to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
one another, and to deſcribe themſclves to other 
Men. 
And I wiſh this were our greateſt Matter of 
Complaint. But that which the Spirit of God 
foretold fhonld come to paſs, muſt be fulfill'd : 
Act 20. Even among ourſelves Men have ariſen ; Jpeaking 
3% =. perverſe things. 
But why do I ſay Men? Even Paſtors, and 
Biſhops themſelves, pull down with their own 
Hands the Church, in which they miniſter, and 
to whoſe Doctrine they have more than once ſub- 
ſcribed. They, to whom the Preſervation of the 
Church is committed, and whoſe Duty 'tis to 
watch againſt her Enemies; and to reprove, re- 
ſtrain, and puniſh them, according to their De- 
0. ' merits; even theſe Endeavour to overthrow the 
Authority of that Church for which they ought, 
not only to contend, but, upon Occaſion, even 
to lay down their Lives. : 

What the Pleas and Tenets of theſe Innovators 
are, you may, in ſome meaſure, know from two 
Pamphlets, lately written in the French Tongue 
Let it here ſuffice to ſay, in a Word, that theſe 
Men are highly diſpleaſed with all Confeſſions o 
Faith, and with all Subſcriptions to Articles; and 
would have a Liberty, or rather a Licence gran 
ted, for all Men, not only to believe, but to 
ſpeak, write, and preach, whatſoever they think 
1 tho' the Grace of the Holy Spirit, the Divi— 
nity of Chriſt, and all other fundamental Articles 

of our Religion, ſhould thereby be overturn'd. 
What Chriſtian is not amazed, that theſe thing 


am on [ TY a— F NENT” 
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ſhouid be ſaid of any Men, that bear but th] b 
Name of Chriſtians ? Who can but lament tha . 


AR. 20. theſe gi tevous Wolves are not only not drive 
29. away from the Shcep-told , bat receiv'd ef 
with: 


ators 
n NW 
»Ngue. 
theſe 
ons of 
dg and 
gran 
but t0 
think 
Divi 
rt1c16 
1'd. 
thing 
ut the 
it that 
drive 
1 eve 
with! 


theſe Enemies of our Religion, more ſharply: 


C21 * 
within the Walls of the S and admitted to 
her Honours, Offices, and Government? 
But ſo it is, rhat while we regard only the 
things of this World, we wholly forget thoſe that 
concern another. And becauſe, by the Tolerati- 
on and Advancement of ſuch Men, ſome (who 
have nothing more at Heart than to keep them- 
ſelves in their Places and Power) hope to ingra- 
tiate themſelves with the Populace; they are not 
at all ſolicitous what becomes of the Church, of 
the Faith, of Religion, or, in ſhort, of Felur 
Chriſt himſelf, and: Nis Truth. 
Pardon me, moſt worthy Sir, that, giving way 
to a juſt Grief, I expreſs my Reſentment againſt 
than 
my manner is. I ſhould think my ſelf guilty of 
betraying the Faith, if I did not, whenever Oera- 
ſion ſerves, anathematize theſe Hetetic ka o 
This laſt Paragraph, our ſecond Libeller, very 
diſingenuouſly, tranſlates thus. 
„ Pardon me, — that with more thay : 
*, uſual Bitterneſs ; —— J ſhould accuſe my ſelf of paz. . 


*'—— did I not, on every Occaſion, denounce 


Damen en theſe Hereticks. 
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CHAP. Wie- 0 1 


07 that part * the Letter: alk is faid t 10 rev 


late to the Biſbop of Bangor. eit 


Tad 


U R Libellers are b6th of them very ich 
in their Commendations of the Biſhop of 
Bangor. 

One of them ty les him ths beſt Biſhop, the 
beſt Proteſtant, AT the beſt Man, that ever Libel. 2. 
adorned the Mitre; and the Barrier of the P 24% 985 
Relormation 
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The other ranks him among thoſe Biſhops, that 


Pag. 18. Pattern, fit to be followed by good Biſhops, in 


Libel. 2. 


Page 25 


Pag. 18; 


Libel. 1. 


all Ages that are yet to come. 

Wie are much beholden to them, that they will 
allow any Biſhop to be good. But I am of Opi- 
nion, 'that Men of their Principles, hold cis 
a King, nor a Biſhop to be good, any longer than 
he ſerves their Turn, and promotes their Intereſt. 

Their Charge againſt the Writer of the Letter 

is, © that he ſhould be the Author of ſo ſenſeleſs 
« a Declaration againſt one of his 6wn Order: 
& and ſhould have ſo little Regard to Juſtice, to 
cc Chriſtianity, and to his own Dignity ; as to caſt 
© odious Reflections upon ſuch Men, as may be 
ce juſtly reckon'd in the Number of the greateſt 
Supports of our Church and Stare; giving them 
e no better Names than grievous Wolves, and 
© threatening to anathematize them. 

It would look like an Evaſion, if I ſhould un- 
dertake to prove, that there is, at preſent, no 


Biſhop of Bangor. And yer I might do it, with 


the fame Argument that was uſed in the Houſe 
of Lords, in a Diſpute between two learned Bi- 
ſhops. The Queſtion was, whether St. Peter ever 
was Biſlop ot Rome. The Argument that Dr. 
B——w, Biſhop of Lincoln, uſed, to prove the 
Negative, was this. If St. Peter never was at 


Rome, then he could never be Biſhop of Rome. 


If this Conſequence be good, then it is certain 
there is at preſent no Biſhop of Bangor. 
But ſuppoſinig this Dignity to be-conferr'd upon 


a certain Man; who, when he was a private 


Presbyter, had no Regard to the Dignity of 2 
Right Reverend Prelate; but endeavour'd, to the 
utmoſt of his Power, to expoſe him; for main- i 


taining an Argument, conlonant to the Doctrine 


of our Church: : Why ſhould this Man, who caſt 


un- 


FRY -. 


man, in a Station below him, when his Doctrine 
renders him obnoxiou s??? 
St. Peter, who is eſteemed by ſome chief of the 
Apoſtles, was publickly jw 4s Sow i St. Paul. 
Tho' he was ſo powerful a Preacher that with 
one Sermon he converted 3000, Souls, and was a 


ledge him from being cenſur dc. 


by the People, that they thought themſelyes hap- 
py, if they could but come under, his Shadow ; 
Yet, notwithſtanding all this, he was blamed by 


* St. Paul, in an Epiſtle which he wrote, not to 
em ¶ Zurich, but to the Galatians ; he was charged witn 


"revarication, for walking not yprightly, accor 
ling to the Truth of the Goſpel z and for cartyr 
ing away Barnabas with his Diſſimulation. W hy 
hen ſhould the Dignity of an inferior Biſhop, in 
neſe Days, place him above the reach of Cenſure. 

dt. Peter's Fault was, that when he had taught 
he Gentiles, that they were ſet free from the 
ervil Ordinances of the Moſaical Law: After- 


flerted it to be abſolutely neceſſary for the Gen- 


unhandſom Reſſections upon his, Superior, be 
Biſhop far above him, or of a- private Clergy- + 


Pillar of the Church; yet this could not privir 


And tho' he was had ſo much in Admiration 


ards, to ingratiate himſelf with the Jews, he 


is 4a” es to keep the whole Ceremonial Law of Moſes. 
Rome. For this, St. Paul, who was the Apoſtle of the 
ertam Pentiles, not only withſtood him to the Face; but 

| ent a Letter into a foreign Country, wherein he 
my omplain'd of him, and of ſome talſe Brethren. -* 


/ os lves, and to their Flock, the Church of God. For Act 
to the Nie vous Molves, ſays he, ſhall enter in among you. 29. 
__ Ind to explain himſelf, what he mean'd by theſe 

) 


Yolves, he adds, Men ſhall ariſe ſpeaking per- 


0 In erſe things, and ſpall draw away D. ciples after 


Ind he warned the Epheſians, to take beed to them= 
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1 Tim. 1. them. And he not only threatened Excommuni- 
20, cation, but actually executed it upon Hymeneus 
2 Tim. 2. and Alexander, for broaching heretical Doctrines, 
7 8 whereby they overthrew the Faith of ſome. 

If therefore any Man, that ſeems to be a Pillar 
of the Church, and paſſes for a powerful Preach- 
er, ſhall happen to walk not uprightly; if he be 
guilty of «Pouble-dealing, in laying down that 
for a neceſſary Doctrine, in Complyance with one 
Party ; which he afterwards directly contradi&s, 

to ingratiate. himſelf with another: If he ſpeak 
perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after him, 
and to overthrow the Orthodox Faith: Let him 
not only be withſtood to the Face, but expoſed to 
Foreigners ; tell it to the Church, both at Home 

Libel. 2. and Abroad. [You ſee we don't appropriate theſ 

Pas: 23. Name of Church to our ſelves, as this Libeller 

bbjects, who at the ſame time aſcribes all Religi- 
on to the Puritanical Se&.] 

If theſe milder Cenſures will not reclaim an 

obſtinate Heretick ; then let him be unto thee as 4 

Heathen Man, that is, let him be anathemarized 

Upon this threatned Anathema, our Libellers 

raiſe a hideous Out- -Cry n n the Author of the 

Letter. 

Libel-1. One of them has © not room to treat him as h 
Pas 21. cc deſerves, for concluding fo angrily, with ſuc 
cc an unforbearing unchriſtian Period. 

The other exclames againſt his “ execrabl 

o Malice, in curſing Chriſtians ; and ſays, here 

© now a true Image of a Prieſtly Spirit, deſti 
3 2. © tute of all Humanity and the Fear of God 
K 6363306 and fraught. with Fire and Brimſtone, whid 
© he ſcatters freely among the Sons of Mey 

© Dreadful! that honeſt and ſincere Chriſta 

e ſhould vamonly: be conſign'd over to etern 
Flames. 
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Here our Libellers ok Damnation to be 
(at leaſt in our Opinion) the unavoidable Con- 
tequence of being Anathematized. Whereas St. 
Paul plainly intimates the contrary, in his firſt. 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians; where he ſays, It is! Cor. go 


reported, that there is Fornication among you. Then 5˙ 
he blames them for ſuffering him that was guilty 
of it to be in Communion with them, and not 
taken away from among them. And he gives them 
this following Advice. In the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, deliver 


fuch a one unto Satan, for the Deſtruction of the 


Fleſh ; that the Spirit may be ſaved, in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. 


So then, the End of Excommunication 1s, not 


the Damnation, but Salvation of Souls. 


Men that were guilty, either of great Vices, 
or pernicious Hereſies; when no Admonitions 
cou d reclaim them, were excluded from the 


Communion of Chriſt's Church, and deliver'd up 


to Satan ; who, as God's Executioner, was per- 
mitted to inflict upon them divers Diſeaſes. But 
it often happen'd, that theſe Offenders, being 
tormented by Satan from without, and with the 


Remorſe of their own guilty Confciences from 


within; ſincerely repented of their Wickedneſs; 
they forſook their vitious Courſes, and diſclaim'd 


their pernicious Errors ; and thereupon were re- 
admitted to the Communion of Chriſt's Church, 


for the Salvation of their Souls. 
Now, had our Libellers liv'd in St. Paul's ors, 


how would they have exclaimed againſt him, for 
excommunicating Hymeneus and Alexander, only 


for having erred concerning the Faith; that is, 
in the Phraſe of theſe Free-thinkers, for follow- 
ing the Dictates of their own Reaſon ; and for 
Notions and Opinions, which no body can help, 
and which hurt no body? 

They 


(26) 

They would have call'd him Atheiſt, and told 
him, 44 could not do this for the ſake of Religi- 
on. For Religion does not only permit, bon 
command Men to act from Conviction. And 
how would they have clamoured at the Apoſtle, 
for reflecting upon one of his own Order, and 
expoſing him to Foreigners? They would have 
told him, that he ſhould have had more Regard 
to Juſtice, to Chriſtianity, and to his own Apoſto- 
lical Dignity, than to caſt odious Reflections up- 
on a Man, whom he himſelf calls a Pillar of the 
Church. And how would thoſe Low-Church 
| Libertines, that have diſcarded their Wives, and 
keep Concubines in their room, have raild at 
the Apoſtle, for excommunicating a Fornicator ? 


Libel. 2 2. They would have told him, that to give a Man 
Pag- 35. © to the Devil, was an odd way to keep him 


* from the Devil, which belong'd to his Profeſ- 
“ ſion. They would have reproached him, as 


they do the Author of the Letter, with his * 


ergy Spirit ; and might more juſtly have done 

For the Author of the Letter has forborn to 
tion the Names of our modern Hereticks; 
and only threaten'd that Excommunication which 
St. Paul actually inflicted. 

It may perhaps be ſaid, that this beſt Biſhop, 
beſt Proteſtant, and beſt Man, that ever adorn'd 
the Mitre; this Barrier of the Reformation, be- 
ing far better than any of thoſe Biſhops, that, at 
the Reformation, gave their Bodies to be burn'd; 
and better than St. Peter, who, according to our 
Saviour's Prediction of him, follow'd his Lord 
and Maſtcr to Crucifixion : I ſay, this Barrier, 
and only Stay, that keeps us from revolving into 
Popery and Superſtition, being far ſuperiour to 
theſe ; more Reſpect was due to him, than was 
ſhew'd to Sr. Peter, by the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles; and therefore he ought not ſo much b to 
ave 


— — 
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have been glanced upon, tho' he was not expreſly 
named. 

Indeed greater Honours have been pay 'd him, 
than were given to St. Peter, or any other Saint. 
For whereas theſe were not worſhipped, till ſome 
Hundreds of Years after their Diſeaſe : This Glo- 
ry of the preſent Age, is adored by many in his 

Lite time, as ſome of the Roman Emperors were. 

Præſenti tibi maturos Jargimur honores. Hor. 

St. Peter had the Keys of Heaven, and the 
Power of Binding and Looſing. But it muſt be 
aſcribed to the extraordinary Modeſty of this 
great Man, that he will not aſſume to bimſelf 
any Authority, farther than tis join'd with Pro- 
fit; nor exerciſe the Power of forgiving Sins, and Tibel. 2. 

| commanding Heaven, which would be very much pag. 30. 


PFC 
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for the Advantage of his looſe Admirers. 
But the Author of the Letter might perhaps be 
of Opinion, that this Pattern to all future Biſhops 
would give them but an indifferent Example; he 2 
might think the Church, founded upon this belt ©, 
Proteſtant's Doctrine, would not be fo free from 
Danger, nor ſo firm and unmoveable, as founded 
upon the Rock of St. Peters Confeſſion. 

Ortelius, in his Geographical Deſcription of 
Ireland, tells us, that an Attempt has been made, 
to extirpate the whole Race of Wolves out of that 
Iſland, but in vain; becauſe ſome of the Inhabi- 
tants are. every Year: turn d into Wolves, as the 
Poets ſay Lycaon was. 

I am not.of ns that any true Proteſtant 
can be ſo tranſubſtantiated. But if thoſe grievous 
Wolves which the Letter complains of, had been 
ſent to the ſame Piace, where our Libeller tells us, 
the Biſhop of Bargor's great Enemy is highly pre- 
fer d; England had once more been clear d of thoſe 
ravening Animals; and Ortelius's Meaning would 
be better underſtood. 

E H AP. 
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0 thes art of the Letter, aha com lains 0 
4 : Schiſms and Hereſies, 4 | 4 


CHISMS and ien des are repreſented by 
our ſecond Libeller, not only as harmleſs, but 


as commendable things. He thanks God that we 


have Diſſenters; and declares, that he never li- 


ked the Peace of the Church: To which I may 


add, nor of the State neither. For he is an equal 
Enemy, both to the Biſhop of London, and to the 
Archbiſhop: To the former, for making Peace in 
the State; and to the latter, for his Inclinations 


to Peace and Unity in the Church. And, farther 


to ſhew his Hatred of Peace, he now begins a 
Paper War. 772. 

But the fuithor of the Letter i Is. ot another 
mind ; he thinks it no light thing, that Men, b 


bringing in damnable Hereſies, ſhould make ſhip- 


wrack of their Souls; or that, by Schiſms and 


| Diviſions, they ſhould cut themſelves off from the 
Communion of Chriſt's Church, in which alone, 


regularly ſpeaking, Salvation 1s to bethad. 
But our Libeller is offended, that the Church 
of England ſhould be expoſed, and anime 
to a Presbyterian Clergy. 
He is miſtaken, unleſs. he takes Diſſenters for 
the Church of England. But this is only a Copy 
his E He is not at all offended 
with thoſe of Zurich for being Presbyterians; but 
he hopes this will caſt an Odium upon the Author 
of the Letter, for correſponding with them. 
But in vain he diſcharges his impotent Malice. 
For I am credibly inform'd, that theſe Men have, 
more than once, declared their Approbation of 
our Church, as the beſt conſtituted of any in the 


World; 


t#) 


World; and ſay; they are forced to yield t6 the 
Neceſſity of the Times, and to the 1 of 


the People; and that tis their Infelicity, not their 
Choice, that they do not live under an Epiſcopal 
Government; which they own to be primitive, 


and of Apoſtolical Inſtitution. Why is it below 


the Dignity of an Archbiſhop to rereſpond with 
ſuch Men? 


'Tis not long ſince we had a Brief for the 
Tranſylvanian Churches; which was heartily re- 


commended by all our Biſhops, in their ſeveral 


Dioceſes. And yet theſe Tranſylvanian Churches 
are as much n as that of Zurich; be- 


ing govern'd alike, by a Superintendent; whoſe 


Office comes ſo near that of a Biſhop, that thoſe 
Churches were repreſented to us as Epiſcopal, 
and called Siſter-Churches. Is it then a Crime 
to correſpond with a Siſter? Or are they angry 
that our poor Siſter ſhould be put to the Charge 
of a Letter? 

But the Letter, they ſay, tends to Sedition and 


Faction. Ridiculous! to ſuggeſt that a Latin 


Letter, ſent into Switzerland (which Letter we 
had never heard of but tor theſe Libellers) ſhould 
tend to raiſe Commotions among the common 
People here in England. 

But the Author of the Letter vilifies and tradu- 
ces the beſt Law that ever was enacted, for the 
Honour and Defeuce of the Proteſtant Religion. 

This is juſt ſuch another Bugbear. There is 
not a Word in all the Letter, relating to any 
Law, or Act of Parliament. And if there were, 
how is it a greater Crime to reflect upon a Fa- 
vourite Act of theirs, than 'tis for them to ſpeak 
againſt our Act of Unitormity ? 7 

But the Author of the Letter, they ſay, gives 


hard Names; he calls Diffenters Hereticks, and 


Schiſmaticks. 
What 
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What ſhould a Writer do, but tall things by 
their proper Names, if he has a mind to be un- 

derſtood, which is the End of writing ? If there 
be Diſſenters, that maintain Opinions, contrary 


to the fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; 
What more proper Name than Hereticks can we 


give them ? | wn 
And if there be other Diſſenters, that, with- 
out any Neceſſity, ſeparate themſelves, and cut 
themſelves off from the Communion of Chriſt's 
Church; what can we call them more properly 
than * Schiſmaticks? Our Libellers love the 
thing, but hate the Name. TOM 5 
But the Author of the Letter gives our Teach- 
ers 2 more unchriſtian Name than all this ; he 
calls them grievous f Wolves. . | 
I anſwer, ſo falſe Teachers are call'd by the 
primitive h Fathers, by the Apoſtles, and by out 
Saviour. So that, in ſhort, our Libellers ate an- 
ory with the Letter Writer, for expreſſing himſelf 


BR 20.26, in the Language of the primitive Biſhops, and of 
Matth. 7, the Apoſtles, and of our Saviour himſelf. | 


15, 


But the ſlale Cry of Hereſy and Schiſm is no- 
thing, ſays our ſecond Libeller. 

Tis well he allows the Cry againſt Hereſy and 
Schiſm to be ſtale. We own it to be as ſtale as 
the time of the Apoſtles; and ſo is the Belief of 
our Saviours Divinity. All, but our Free-think- 


ers, look upon Antiquity to be a Mark of Truth. 


. 
_ 


— 


* Ille eſt vere Schiſmaticus, qui ſe a Communione Eccleſia- 
ſticæ veritatis Apoſtatam fecerit. Cypr. Epiſt. 75. 

+ Euſebius ſpeaks of Novatus's Auxogiaie, that is, his Wolf: 
like Friendſhip and of ſome that were ſeduced by this Sokzre 
* xaxonde nel; that is, by this deceitful and malignant 
Beaſt. Lib. 6. Cap. 43. 

$ Cum Pſeudop: ophet# gregem Chrifti vaftare & lacerare 
non deſinant; occaſionem canibus & Lupis damus. Cypr. Epiſt. 
5. Antoniano. Et reliai ad Luporum rapinam. Idem. Epiſt 68, 


This 
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This may be the chief Reaſon, why they diſlike 
the Athanaſian Creed, becauſe it is ſtale. And it 
may be, theſe Innovators intend to furniſh us 
with a new Creed. 

But why (ſay our Libellers) muſt all the World 
know our Difterences in Religion ? | 

T anſwer, that it was the Callem, ! in "MF Pri- 
mitive Church, even in the time of the Apoſtles, 
for the Heads and Governours of Churches, to 
ſend Letters to one another, giving an Account 
of the State of their reſpective Churches; and 
lamenting the Hereſies that were crept in. 

St. Cyprian, in his 74th Epiſtle, complains, that 
« Schiſms and Hereſies every Day prevail; that 
with greater Liberty they increaſe; and with 
* more Violence diſcharge their Venom againſt 
ce the Church of God; while, by the Encourage- - 


A 


E © ment of ſome, greater Strength and Authority 
r « js given them; while Faith and Truth are be- 
- ce tray d; while that which is . againſt the 
* 6e Church from without, is within defen led in 
ce the Church it ſelf And, he ſays, Letters of 
„ ce this have been ſent to all Parts of the Chriſtian 
- BM _<© World.” And St. Paul in his Epiſtles to foreign 

Churches, gives an Account of the Errors and 
a Hereſies of Hymeneus , Alexander, and Philetus; 
8 and of St. Peter's Prevarication. So that their 
f Rage againſt the Letter-writter is, far treading 
in the Steps of the Apoſtles and primitive Martyrs. 
5 But, after all, tis well known that our Nonju- 


ring Clergy have their Biſhops. Every one has 
heard of the Biſhop of Thetford. And how do 
we know, but the les of the Letter might 


0 
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; N | 
t * Literz per totum mundum miſſæ, in notitiam Eccleſijs 
1 omnibus & univerſis fratribus perlatæ ſunt, Cypr. Epiſt. 35. 
bye Antoniano. 0 
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TS) 
intend to expreſs his Anger againſt ſome of theſe? 
If ſo; then J am ſure our Libellets will be fo far: 
from being offended with him, that they will 
come in to his Aſſiſtance, and help him out, 
with a whole Volley of bard Names. 


n 2 * 
— 


CHAP. VII. 
Of that part of the Letter which relates 10 
Mr. Pillonniere. 


— 


HE Letter complains of two French: * 
phlets, lately publiſhed, that are againſt all 


Confeſſions, and Articles of Faith; and are for a 


general Licenſe, for Men, not o only to believe; 


but to ſpeak and write, and preach, whatſoever. 


they think fit; even againſt the Divinity of our 


Saviour, and the moſt fundamental Principles of 


Religion. 


Our ſecond Libeller, who is well acquainted, 


with ſuch Authors, tells us, that one of theſe is 


Mr Pillonniere, a poor French Refugee; and that 
his Book was intended to expoſe the Abſurdity 


of Broad-brim'd Hats, and grave Faces, mecting 
in Synods, to make Creeds and Confeſſions of 
aith. 


I have not ſeen Mr. Pillonniere 8 1 But We 


have the following Account of him, and his Prin- 


ciples, in a Book (intitled a Full Anſwer to Mr. 


Pillonniere's Reply) written by a Man of known. 
Integrity ; who had many Diſputes wh a. and 


knew him intimately. 


In the ſecond Part of this Book, we are given 


to underſtand, that Mr. Pillonniere is maintain'd 
and patronized by the Biſhop of Bangor, with 


whom he lives: * that he was originally a TJeſuitez 
but in Holland a Socinian, and here a Free-thinker, 


as he has himſelf declared. 3 In 


the Convocation. 


Reaſon he 1s highly in Favour with A—I W—n, 


think freely. 


Stephens of Sutton, who, in his Life time, was 


but that Pillonniere continued ſtill a Jeſuite; and P38- 25) 


(33) 
In the ſame Book ttis ſaid that Pillouniere is 
the Author of a French Book, tranſlated from an 
Engliſh Free- thin ker. 
That he depretiates the Articles, and Eccleſi- pag. 277 
aſt ical Conſtitutions of our Church, and vilifies 30. 


That he denies the Neceſſity of Baptiſm, and 
ſays, if you have Sincerity in your Heart, *tis no pag. 30, 
matter for outward Performances. For whic 


a Quaker, who is a great Admirer of the Biſhop pag. 45. 
of Bangor, for his late Writings. | 

That he is utterly againſt Catechiſing Children, | 
and inſtructing them in the Principles of Religi- pag. 40. 
on; and would have them left to themleves, to 


That he explodes Excommunication, as too pag. 38. 
ſevere a Diſcipline. & 48. 
That he tore in Pieces the Picture of the late a. 
Queen, and ſpoke abuſiye Words of the Lorle 
Biſhop of Briſtol; whoſe ſudden Death Religion pag. 27. 
and Learning now lament : but that he always 
ſpoke well of the Biſhop of Bangor, and of Mr. 


accuſed of Vices not fit to be named. 

That he declared, he would ſtrike in with | 
Men of Power and Intereſt, and take the moſt “ 28. 
effectual Means to raiſe himſelf. Something he 
would get, per fas, nefaſq; | 

And that the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to 
the Day of his Death, would never be perſwaded 


ſaid, he wonder d the Schoolmaſter ſhould take 25, 33˙ 
ſuch a one into his Houſe. Were he now alive, 


Ne _ wonder more that he is patronized by a 
Ino 


It may be anſwer'd, that Mr. Pillonniere has 
obtain d a Teftimonigl, of bis being of the Church 


* 


Page. 42. 
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of Eng land. and of his Banding up in Vindicati- 
on wy her Doctrine. 

I own it. But this Teſtimonial is ſign'd by 
profeſſed Diſſenters; by A—1 W/—--n the Qua- 
ker before mentioned ; by W. G. an Independent; 
by J. B. and N. I. Presbyteriaus, the former a 
| Horſe-ſtealer ; and by Jo. N., ſtyled Doctor 
of Phyſick. 

This r, leaving his Wife in a diſtant 
part of the World, 
where he took another Woman, and call'd her 
his Wife, and lived with her as ſuch. But his 
former Wife, hearing where he was, came ” 
him. Upon this, 
Wife, and gave out that the poor Won wa 
dead, and went into Mourning upon this me- 
lancholy Occaſion. Shortly after his firſt Wife 
died; then, what Orpheus attempted, but could 
not fully accompliſh, this Man perform'd ; his 
ſecond Wife was by him recall'd to Life again, 
and is now in On. Whereupon Mr. A — r 
has got the Reputation of a miraculous Doctor, 
that can raiſe even the Dead to Life. 

This famous (or rather infamous) Doctor, lay 
a long time under the Sentance of Excommunica- 
tion, from the Meeting-Houſe, (call'd the Houſe 
of the Lord) and was not ſuffer'd to join with 
the Congregation of Saints. And this ſevere 
Diſcipline (as Mr. Pilloaniere and our Libellers 
call it, when exerciſed in the Church of England) 
was inflicted upon him by the Presbytery; and 
Was pronounced by his Son-in-Law, who is 
8 of that ſeparate Congres ation to which 
r belongs. 


This is one of the Vouchers for Mr. Pilouniore 
Contormity to the Church of Eng/:#n/, and the 
beſt Witneſs that he could pick up, to inyalidate 
the Teſtimony of a Worry Clergy-man. = 

| | C. 
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Mr. Pillouniere is accuſed of Forgery, by the 
Author of the Full Anſuer aforeſaid. And this 
Charge is made good by the Teſtimony of Four 
or Five credible Witneſſes. From this Accuſati- 


on the Biſhop of Bangor publickly undertook to 


ſet him clear. But his Lordſhip, having been 
taken up with Buſineſs of greater Importance, 
has wiſely thought fit wholly to drop this Mat- 
ter. 

This is one of the French Authors, har the 
Letter refle&s upon; whoſe Principles our Libel- 


ler vindicates ; and whom the Biſhop of Bangor 
has taken to cohabir with him. 
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c1 HAP. VIII. 
* Anſw wer to this Objection, that the 1 


s @ Contradiction to the whole Tenor of the 


Arc biſbopꝰs Life. 


OKs Libellers ſay this Letter is 8767 8 


onſiſtent with his Grace's paſt Conduct, 


and Ja Contradiction to the whole Tenor of his 


Life. a we have this Motto, 


Quantum: mutatus ab ilo? Virg, 


90 ſuppoſing the Archblſhop to be the 
Author of the Letter, which is not yet pro- 
ved; let us fairly try this Cauſe. 

Tis evident, that when his Grace was ordais 


ned Prieſt, he ſolemnly promiſed before God and 


the Congregation, * that he would be ready, 


« with all faithful Diligence, to baniſh, and 


« drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Do- 
ge ctrines, contrary to the Word of God. 


C 3 And 


(36 

And this Promiſe he as ſolemnly renew'd,'when 
he was conſecrated Biſhop : And gave his Word, 
« that he would nh ng and convince, the 
« „Fance, of wholſom Doctrine. 
He was then aamonihed to © take heed to 
the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt had 
« made him Overicons and to defend them from 
« thoſe Greivous WorLves that would enter 
« enter in; and to be to the Flock of Chriſt a 
F Shepherd, not a Worx: And never to ceaſe 
* his Labour, Care, and Diligence, till he had 
„ done all that in him lay, to bring all ſuch as 


A 


* 


A 


were, or ſhould be committed to his Charge, 


« to an Agreement in Faith; and to leave no 
« place for Error in Religion. "Becauſe, it the 


Church ſhould take Hurt through his Negli- 


ce gence, that great Fault would be ſeverely 
© puniſhed. | 
All this his Grace vromiſed and bas to 3 


3 appears by the Offices of ordaining Prieſts, 


and conſecrating Biſhops. 

And if his Grace ſhould, at any time, have 
given any Promiſe or Aſſurance, contrary to this 
prior Engagement: Jet by that known Rule, 


Prior Obligatio præjudicat poſteriori, ſuch a Promiſe 


or Aſſurance would be null and void. 

But nothing appears of this Nature, either in 
the Quotations of onr Libellers, or in any other 
Writings of his Grace: Nor is his Grace ſo much 
as charged with any verbal Promiſe, or Aſſurance, 
contrary to this original Engagement: and there- 
fore we may from hence draw an Inference, con- 
trary to that of our Libellers; viz. that his 
Grace has acted ſteadily and uniformly. 


Our Libellers quote two Paſſages in the backs 


biſhops former Writings, by which they would 
prove this Letter to be inconſiſtent with his 
Grace's former Sentiments. 


The 
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- The firſt is taken out of the Archbiſhop's An- 
{wer to the Biſhop of Condam where his Grace 
truly aſſerts, © that in Matters of Faith, a Man 


_ © is to judge for himſelf ; and that the Scriptures 


are the Rule that he is to judge by; and there- 
fore if a Man be evidently convinced, that his 
« particular Belief is founded upon the Word of 
c God, and that of the Church is not; he is 
&© obliged to adhere to his own Belicf, in Oppo- 
e ſition to that of the Church. 


The Argument, that our Libellers draw from 


hence, is, that if this be a ſufficient Plea, to 
juſtifie the Church of England, in ſeparating from 
that of Rome; then the ſame muſt be ſufficient 
to juſtify Diſſenters, in their Separation from the 
Church of England: And therefore tis contrary 
to his Grace's former Sentiments, to complain of 
Schiſms ; ſince Diſſenters ought to have the ſame 
Liberty of departing from us, that we took in 
departing from the Communion of the Romiſþ 


* 


Church. 


But tis evident, that Diſſenters have not the 


ſame Grounds for departing from the Church of 
England, that the Church of England had for 


depatting from that of Rome. 


* » 


For we conld not communicate with the 
Church of Rome, without being guilty of Idola- 
try, and the groſſeſt kind of Superſtition ; which 
conſiſts in worſhipping dead Men. 55 

Whereas, on the other ſide, our Church has no 
damnable Doctrines, for our Diſſenters to com- 
ply with; nor any thing contrary to Scripture, 


to drive them from her Communion. And there- 


fore his Grace may, very conſiſtently, juſtify our 
Separation from the Church of Rome; and yet 
blame Diſſenters for ſeparating from us; and 
may bewail the Schiſms and Hereſies, that are 


riſen up among us; tho' he expreſs his Diſlike of 


8 violently 


& + a 
violently perſecuting Men, for following the 
Dictates of an erroneous Conſcience. 

For the Church is compared to a Field, ſow'd 
with Wheat;' in which Field an Enemy, treath- 
erouſly by Night, ſow d Tares, Cockle, Darnel, 
and other noxious Weeds. Now, tho' the Ow- 
ner of this Field may expreſs his Unwillingneſs 
to have the Tares violently torn up by the 
Roots: Yet he may be allow'd to be ſorry, that 
his Field ſhould be ſo overrun; and may com- 
plain of thoſe Enemies that have done this. 

The other Paſſage is taken out of his Grace's 
Sermon, preached Nov. 5. 1689, and entitled 
Falſe Prophets; wherein he ſays, © Who am I, 
<« that I ſhould dare to pronounce a Sentence of 
” ** Reprobation againſt one, in whom there ap- 

c pear all the Characters of an humble, upright, 
ec ſincere Chriſtian. 

I anſwer, ſuch a one needs not fear; his Grace 
never did pronounce, nor ever intended to pro- 
nounce a Sentence of Reprobation againſt ſuch a 
One. 

But 'tis no ways inconſiſtent with this Decla- 
ration of his Grace, to denounce Excommunica- 
tion againſt obſtinate, and ſelf- convicted Here- 
Tit. 1,11, ticks; who ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things 

which they ought not, for filthy Lucres ſake. 

Let us ſuppoſe, that his Grace, at the Age of 
28, when he wrote his excellent Anſwer » the 
Biſhop of Condam, was then contented to bear 
with al choſe Diſſenters, that at that time infeſt« 
ed the Church. Yet ſince, as the Letter com- 
plains, many other Separatiſts have, of late, ri- 
fen up, who want fit Names to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from one another: It implies no Inconſi- 
ſtency in his Grace's Conduct, to ſay, he was 
formerly contented to bear with Difſenters; but 
how makes heavy Complaints of their daily _> 

| crealc. 
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(39) > 
creaſe. - When the Beaſts of the Field encreaſe upon 
us, tis high time for us to take Care of our (elves, 
leſt. we be devoured by them. 1 
Beſides, tis enough for a private Man, when 
Diſſentions ariſe, to keep himſelf quiet. But 
tis the Duty of the ſame Man, when he is after- 
wards inveſted with Power and Authority , to 
compoſe Diviſions, and to puniſh the Diſturbers 
of our Peace. . = 
If this be done in Secular Affairs; if the ſmall- 
eſt Riots are quell'd in their firſt Riſe; certainly 
the Children of Light ought to be as wiſe in their 
Spiritual Concerns, as the Children of this World 


5 ! Pn 

4 axe in their Temporal Affairs. Tis no Inconſi- 
Li ſtency therefore in his Grace, to puniſh thoſe 
f Diſorders, as a Governour; which he formerly 
* ſuffer' d, as a private Man. LEE 
t5 - 3 2 y CC — — 
3 CHAP. IX. 


2 An Anſmer to this C harge, the the Letter- writer 


5 has reflected upon the Mixiſtry. 

© | FPHE Author of the Letter is charged with Libel. 1. 

15 £L inſerting the © moſt abuſive and moſt ſlan- pag. 13, 
C rous Defamations, that could enter into the 

ny Imagination of the moſt rancourous Enemy of 

the I © Great Britain, againſt a Miniſtry, whole Zeal 


car * for the Service of the King, and Liberty of 
elt« * the Subject, had given them an Intereſt in the 
So Hearts of thoſe true Proteſtants, who, at all 
.ri= times, eſpecially in times of Difficulty, have 
em- * conſtantly diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by adhe- 
ring to the Intereſt of our molt gracious Sove- 
was Il - raign, againſt a Set of Men, who lately join d 
but | C4 „ with 


— 


n 
4 
i 
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«with the Nonjutors, and endeavour'd to bring 


4e in Popery and Tyranny with the Pretender. 
The Words of the Letter, upon which this 
heavy Charge is foimded, are as follows. 


ce Fome Men, who have nothing more at 


ce. Heart, but to keep themſelves in their Places 


«< and Power; hoping, by the Toleration and 
ec. Advancement of Men diſaffected to the Church, 
< to ingratiate themſelves with the Populace; are 
„ Hot at all ſolicitous what becomes of the 
Church, or of Religion. 


Now the Queſtion is, whethet ſome Men de 


the Miniſtry. 


To this T anſwer, that ſome Men are not the 
Miniſtry, unleſs all Men be the Miniſtry. 

But let theſe Some Men be who they will. 

Our firſt Libeller gives this as a great and ge- 
neral Advantage of the Liberty of the Preſs ; 


“ that it furniſhes mean Men, who have no other 


« way of obtaining Satisfaction for Injuries,which 
they cannot redreſs by Law, with a Remedy 
E ue Men in high Stations. 

Why then ſhould the Author of the Letter be 
bs that Priviledge, which is allow'd to Men 


in the meaneſt Stations; eſpecially fince tis only 


againſt ſome indefinite Men ? 

His Grace of Canterbury, and the Biſhops of 
London and Rocheſter, are moſt injuriouſly defa- 
med: Their known Dignity does not ſecure 
them from perlonal Reflections, caſt upon them 
by the vileſt of Libellers. Why then ſhould it be 
a Crime in the Author of the Letter (objected 
even by theſe Defamers) to glance at ſome un- 
known Men? 

But it always was next to Treaſon, to reflect 
upon ſome Men in Authority; and, turning the 
Tables, twas no Fault at all to vilific others, in 
the ſame, or higher Authority. 


Tam 


„ 7 
am not of Opinion,. that a Miniſtry is nebet᷑ 
to be blamed; tho' they ſhould enact things to 
the Diſhonour of God and Religion. But I ap- 
peal to any Man, whether, as this Libeller re- 


preſents the Matter, he can believe himſelf, that 


the Author of the Lettet intended to refle& upon 
the Miniſtry.  ; | 

For out Libeller aſſures us, that the © Mini- 
ce ſtry are not guilty of favouring the Biſhop of 
« Bangor, and his Adherents ; that they are for 


Libel. 2. 


« the eſtabliſhed Church, and the eſtabliſhed s 3# 


te Faith; and that they are, not only true Church- 
« men, but the Churche's beſt Friends. 

No the Miniſtry being made up of ſuch Men; 
how can this Libeller, with any Conſiſtency, ſup- 
poſe, that the Author of the Letter ſhould impute 
any thing, done to the Diſadvantage of the 


Church, to the Churche's beſt Friends? 
Thus (in his own Words) © I have taken to 
te Pjeces this venomous Author, and ſhewn his As 


« Spirit. He has reviled one whom he dares 


cc not attack; but has ſculked and ſcolded, and 


e breathed out his baſe Spirit. 


Dehinc quieſcant moneo, & deſinant 


Maledicere, malefacta ne noſcant ſua. Ter. 
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pag. 33. 
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CHARACTERS 
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CoRNELI US aid STEPHEN, If! 


BOU T Fifteen hundred Years ago, there lived 
two cotemporary Biſhops, Cornelius and Ste- 
phen, Men of very different Characters. 

Cornelius was ſteady and orthodox, and a 


Favourer of true Religion. Stephen was a Patron of 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. 

It may not be improper, nor foreign from my Pur- 
Poſe, to ſhew you the Pictures of theſe two Biſhops, as 
I find them in St. Cyprian; drawn ſo to the Life, that 
you'd take em for modern Faces. | 
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CoRNELII Archiepiſcopi Delineatio. 


0 ORNELIUM verius noveris, non de malignorum 
— Q& detrahentium mendacio, ſed de Opie 
Teſtimonio; quorum numerus univerſus eum laudavili 
pradicatione commendat. 
. Non ille ad Epiſcopatum ſubito pervenit: ſed ad om- 6 
104 nia Ecclefraſtica officia promotus, ad Sacerdotij ſublime 
1 faſtigium 12 5 Religionis gradibus aſcendit. 
Tum deinde Epiſcopatum nec ipſe poſtulavit, nec vo- 
luit; ut cæteri, quos Arrogantia Q ſuperbia ſuæ tumor 
 inflavit : Sed quietus & modeſtus, & quales eſſe conſue- 
verunt, qui ad hunc locum divinitus eliguntur ; 2 
Pu fore 


CRF PIFY - «ann BS. 


- (43) 

dre Continentia, & pro Humilitate ingenitæ fibi, & 

uſtodita Verecundie, non vim fecit, ut Epiſcopus freret; 

ed ipſe vim aſſus eſt, ut Epiſcopatum coattus exciperet. 

Fuctus eſt Epi ſcopus a plurimis Collegis eee qui ad 
7 


7 4 


8 


F 


10s literas honorificas GT laudabiles de ejus Or 


nium Teſtimonio, de s Suffragio, & de bonorum 
virorum Collegio, Fon. 

Tum deinde, quanta i 
quantum robur animi * Nee firmitas Fidei? Sedit 


intrepi dus in Sacerdotali Cathedra, eo tempore, cum 


Hoes autem quædam de illo inhoneſta & maligna 


adfantur, nolo inireris; cum ſcias hoc efſe opns ſemper 
N. Diaboli, ut ſervos Dei mendacio laceret, & opinionibus 
Ii glor ioſum nomen infumet : ut qui conſcientia ſux 
luce fo ain alienis rumoribus ſordidentur. Explo- 
ved WW rafe autem Collegas noſtros ſcias, nulla illum labe macu- 
Fe- latum eſſe. 85 1 
E. expectare non debemnus ut placeamus illis, qui nobis 
diſplicentes, contra Eccleſium rebelles, ſolicitandis de 
Ecclefia fratribus violenter inſiſtunt. 2 
Quare de Corneliv quacung; jactantur malignorum 
mendacia, nec audias facile, nec credas. Cypr. Epiſt. 
55. Antonlano. 


The Portraiture of Archbiſhop Cornelia. 


C ORNELIUS is beſt known, not from the falſe 
Reports of malignant Detracters ; but from the 
Teſtimony of his own Order of Biſhops, who all of 
them give him a laudable Character. 


nity: but, gradually aſcending, was promoted to all 
Eccleſiaſtical Offices, till at laſt he arrived to tho high- 


1 eſt Pitch of Sacerdotal Authority. | 
ne Beſides, he neither ſought his Biſhoprick, nor was 
ambitious of it; like others, ſwell'd with Arrogance 
0= and Pride : but according to his innate, and {till preſer- 
or ved Humility and Baſhfulneſs, being quiet and modeſt, 
as thoſe are wont to be, that by Divine Providence are 
0 elected to this Office; he was ſo far from uſing any 
"> Ettorts to obtain his Biſhoprick, that he ſufler'd Force, 


in being conſtrain'd to accept it. He 


natione 


miſerunt. Fuctus eſt 2 de Clericorum pene om- 
plebi 


2 ſuſcepto Epiſcopatu Virtus? 


He was not ſuddenly advanced to the Epiſcopal Dig- 


(44) m4” 

He was made a Biſhop by many of our Fellow-Rj 
ſhops ; who ſent us Letters, giving an honourable and 
laudable Account of his Conſecration. He was made 3 
Biſhop, by Teſtimonials from almoſt all the Clergy, by 
Conſent of the People, and by good Men of his own 

Then, what Courage has he ſhew'd in his Biſhop- 
rick? What Strength of Mind? What Firinneſs off ! 
Faith? He fate fearleſs in his Epiſcopal Chair, at that /n. 
time, when — — | | N | 

Now, that ſome malicious and diſhonourable things 
are ſaid of him, you need not wonder: Since you know 
*tis always the Devils Work, to belie the Servants of 
God, and with falſe Reports to defame their glorious 
Names; that they who ſhine with the Luſtre of theit han 
own Conſciences, may be blacken'd with the Rumors Num: 
of others. But know that our Biſhops have found him Num 
unblemiſhed. - = BET. 
And we muſt never expect to pleaſe thoſe, that, be- 
ing diſpleaſed with us, uſe all poſſible Means to draw Wd 
away our Brethren from the Church. >. + 

Therefore, what Calumnies ſoever are ſpread of Ccr- 
nelius, neither believe them, nor eaſily give ear to them; 


2 — — 


STEPHANI Epiſcopi Delineatio. 


87 EPHANU S Hareticorum cauſam contra Chriſti 
_ anos, & conftra Eccleſiam Dei, aſſerere conatur. 
Sacerdotes Dei, veritatem Chriſti, & Eccleſia Unitatem 
tuentes, abſtinendos acer ut cedat Eccleſia Haretici. ail 
DO Was . | io 
Sic, in dies fingulos, Schiſmata & Hareſes Ker unt, 
crebrius atq; liberius excreſcunt ; & adverſus «ck am 
Dei majoribus viribus venenorum ſuorum virus expri- 
munt ; dum illis, advocatione quorundam, & auctoritus 
praſtatur, & firmitas : dum Fi des, dum veritas prodi= 
tur; dum id quod contra Eccleſiam foris geritur, intus 
in 1pſa Ecclefia vindicatur. | 
Stephanus hareticis nou. modicam, ſed maximam gra- 
tiæ poteſtatem concedit. Out /ic magna & cæleſtia mu- 
nerd eis concedit, quid aliud quam communicat eis? 
£ruſtra jam dubitat in cæteris conſentire eis, & ber , 


ſe: 


4045) 


Jae: Simul cum eis conveniat, & orationes pariter cum 
w- Biden commiſceat. N 2 

> andi Oinimo Hareticis omnibus pejor eſt. Nam cum inde 
ade Hui ad eum veniant, ut Eccleſiæ verum lumen accipi- 
y, by ſave, venieutium errores adjuvat ; &, obſcurato Iumine 
.clefiaſtice veritatis, tenebras haretica nottis accumu- 


Wat: nec intelligit animas eorum de manu ejus exquiri, 
hop - i volentibus vivere cauſa mortis fuit. 
ſs offl De nullo magis, quam de ev, dicit Scriptura, Homo 


aui mo ſus parit lites. Nec eum informare ad Regulam 
eritatis OT Pacis aq cher y wi Apoſtoli, dicentis, 
blecro vos ambulare cum omni humilitate & lenitate, 
ervantes unitatem Spiritus in conjunctione Pacis. Unam 


that 


hings 
now 


its of Corpus, & urius Spiritus. 
Yrious i Hac Apoſtoli monita 1 guam diligenter. Ste- 
theit Phanus implevit ? Quid enim humilius & lenius, quam 


mort 


| him 


um tot 3 per totum mundum difſeaſiſſe, pacem 
um ſingulis, vario diſcordiæ genere, rumpentem? Hoc 
ſt ſervaſſe Unitatem Spiritus in conjunctione Pacis ? 
loud talem poteſt eſſe unum Corpus, & unus Spiritus, 
ud quem fortaſſe ipſa Anima una non eſt, fic lubrica, 


, be- 
mobilis, & incerta? Cypr. Epilt. 74, & 75. 


draw 


* Cor- | 
_ The Portraiture of Biſhop Stephen. 

TEP HE N defends the Cauſe of Hereticks againſt 
- Chriſtians, and againſt the Church of God. He 
ould have thoſe Miniſters of God that maintain the 
[ruth of Chriſt, and the Unity of the Chureh, to be 
et aſide, that the Church may give place to Hereticks. 
By this means Schiſms and Hereſies every Day pre- 
ail ; they with greater Liberty increaſe, and with more 


0 iolence diſcharge their Venom againit the Church of 
a un Pod: While, by the Encouragement of ſome, greater 
xpri- trength and Authority is given them . while Faith and 
Titas uth are betray d; while that which is done againſt 
rodji= Ne Church from without, is within defended in the 
intus hurch itſelf. g 8 „ 
Sep/en grants Hereticks, not a moderate, but the 

gra- eateſt Share of Grace. He that grants them ſuch 
n- eat and heavenly Gifts, what does he leſs than com- 
is? Hunicate with them? In vain he ſcruples to conſent, 


and 


Nas 


and partake with them in other things; let him joi 
with them in their Conventicles, and mingle his Pra 
ers with theirs. e 
But he is worſe than any Hereticks. For where 
many come to him from them, with an Intent ff 
receive the Churche's true Doctrine; he helps forwan 
their Errors; and, concealing from them the Light 
Eccleſiaſtical Truth, farther involves them in the Dart 
neſs of heretical Night: Not conſidering that the 
Souls will be required at his Hands, who was th 
Occaſion. of Death, to them that deſired to live. 
Of none more properly, than of him, the Scriptu 
fays, a froward Man ſoweth Strife. He will not | 
inſtructed in the Rule of Truth and Peace, by the Pr 
. cept of the Apoſtle, who ſays, I beſeech you to wall 
all Loulineſs and Meekneſs, keeping the Unity Z ˖ 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. There is one Body a 
one Spirit. — | 3 
This ſalutary Advice of the Apoſtle how careful 
has Stephen fulfil'd > For what is more lowly an 
meek, than to diflent from all other Biſhops in gener 
throughout the whole World; and, by different wa 
of Diſcord, to break Peace with ſeveral of them 1 
particular? Is this to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
the Bond of Peace? Or can there be one Body at 
one Spirit with him; who is ſo wavering, variable, an 
8 that he can hardly be ſaid to have 0 
oul ? ; V 
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